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The different Effefts of an abfolute and a limited Monarchy: The Glory of a 
Prince ruling according to Law, fuperior to that of an arbitrary Sovereign 5 
with the peculiar Happinefs of the Britisu Nation. 


HEN one confiders the Difference between an abfolute, and a limited 
\ \ Monarchy, it feems unaccountable, that any Perfon in his Senfes, fhould 
prefer the former to the latter. For, notwithftanding the pretended 
Advantages under an unlimited Prince, Difpotifm is a Tafk above the Capacity of 
human Nature. Power of all Kinds is intoxicating ; but boundlefs Power, is 
infupportable by the giddy and arzogant Mind of Man. So exalted an Elevation, 
hath feldom fail’d to turn the Head of its Poffeflor. ‘The frail and delicate Struéture 
of the human Eye, is not more incapable of enduring the dazzling Luftre of the Sun, 
than the Heart of Man, the bewitching Charms of difpotic Sovereignty. Hence moft 
abfolute Monarchs have ated more like imperial Wolves, or rather Beafts in 
human Shape, than rational and intelligent Beings. ”Tis true, that a Prince, who 
would never abufe his uncontroulable Authority, might, in fome Inftances, promote 
the public Welfare, beyond a Ruler whofe Hands are tied by the Law: But fucha 
Prince is rather a Creature of the Imagination, than a real Exiftence; and fo 
unequal are the Chances againft it, that it is the Height of Phrenfy, to make the 
Experiment. 


In Limited Monarchies, the Pride and Ambition of Princes, and their natural Luft 
for Dominion, are check’d and reftrained. If they violate their Oath, and fap the 
fundamental Conjftitution of the State, the People have a Right to refift them; 
becaufe by that Means they put themfelves in the Condition of private Perfons, and 
act with unauthoritative Power: For fuch, is all the Power they can have, inconfiftent 
with, or in Oppofition to the Laws. Hence they are to be confidered, as in a State 
of Nature, to have broke the original Compaét, abdicated their Thrones, and 
introduced a Neceflity of repelling Force by Force. 


But whete the People have voluntarily refigned their natural Liberty, without any 


Reftriction, as in abfalute Monarchies ; they muft be content to fall a Prey to the 
brutal Paffions of their Sovereign, whenever he thinks fit to refemble Satan, under 
the Character of the Lord’s Anointed: Thanks be to GOD, this is not our Cafe. 
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Our fage and provident Anceftors, were infpired with tpo great a Love for Liberty, 
and too tender a Concern for the Happinefs of their Pofterity, to make fuch an 
unconditional Submiffion, and entail upon them fo fatal a Calamity: For, fuch ‘is the 
Nature of our excellent Conftitution, that amidft all the Prerogatives of the Crown, 
which are great and fplendid, the Liberty of the Subjeé?, is fecure and inviolable 
How muudt it fwell the Breaft of every Erirox, with Tranfport! while he flirveys the 
deipi¢adie Slaves of wzzlimmtcd Princes, to refleét, that his Perfon and Property are 
guarded by Laws, which the Sovereign himfelf cannot infringe: Nay, that in a 
Trial between his King and himflf, his Majefty is obliged to put himfelf upon the 


Country, and fubmit the Controverfy to the Decifion of the Peers of his Subject. 


Harpy for us, were we duly thankful for thofe ineftimable Bleffings, and 
endeavoured to excel other Nations, as much in Virtue and Piety, as we do in 
our civil and religious Privileges! For my Part, I can never think of the late horrid 
and impious Attempt on our happy Conftitution, without the warmeft Gratitude, for 
that gracious Imterpotition ef Providence, which averted the impending Ruin, and 
preferved our auipicious Gevernment.. Had our unrelenting Enemies fucceeded in 
their deteftable Detigns ; inftead of enj joying our invaluable Liberties, we had long 
e’er now, beheld Per/ecution brandifh her Sword, and felt the infulting Victor loading 
us with Chains : In 2 Word, we had feen Tyranny, like a ravenous Harpy, devouring 
the Fruits of out Induftty; and Popery, with her malignant Spirit, plunging us into 


y: 

Lipsaty gives an ineéxprefible Charm to all our Enjoyments. It imparts a 
Relith to the moft indifferent Pleaiure, and renders the highett Gratification the more 
confummately delightful. It is the Refinement of Life; it fooths and alleviates our 


Teils ; fmooths the rugged Brow of Adverfity, and endears and enhances every 
Acquilition. The Subjects of a free State, have fomething open and generous in 
their Carriage ; fomething of Grandeur and Sublimity in their Appearance, refulting 


oS 

frem their Freedom and Independence, that is never to be met with in thofe dreary 
J ‘5 } o- ° - D er ar } 

Abodes, where the embitterine Circumftance of a precarious Property, mars the 


Relith of every Gratification, and damps the moft magnanimous Spirits. They can 
think for chemfelves; publith their Sentiments, and animadvert on Meligion and 
Government, fecure an ! 
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UT wm al/clute Monaschies, the whole Country is oes wey with a difmal Gloom. 
Slavery is ftamp’d om the Looks of the Inhabitants; and Penwry engraved on their 
Vilages, in ftromg and lezible Charaéters. To prevent Complaints, the Paess is 
prohibited ; and a Vindication of the natural Rights of Mankind, is Treafon. Every 
generous Spirit is broke and deprefled: Human Nature is degraded, infulted, fpurn’d, 


and outrag’d: The lovely Imace of GOD, is defaced and disfigur'd, and the Lord 
ef the Creation treated like the beftial Herd. The liberal Sciences languifh: 


The politer Arts droop their Heads: Merit is banifhed to Cells and Deiarts; 
and Virtue frowned into Dungeons, o; difpatched to the Gallies: Iniquity is exalted: 
Goodnefi trod under Foor: ruth perverted; and the barbarous Ovtraces of 
Tyranny, fanctified and adored. The Fields lie waite and uncultivate: Commerce 
S imcumbered with fupernumerary Duties: The Tyrant ricts in the Spoils of his 
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People; and drains their Purfes, to replenifh his infatiate Treafury. He wages War 
againftt his own Subjects: Rapine and Plunder are his royal Amufements: His 
Swotd is Reafon and Law. Stet pro Ratione voluntas. For the Extent of Territory, and 
to flatter his boundlefs Ambition, the Blood of the Subject is inhumanly fquander’d ; 
and a whole Nation devoted to Indigence and Ruin. Or if he fpares the Wretches a 
miferable Morfel; ecclefiaftic Tyranny fnatches it up like a rapacious Vulture. 
Perfecuting Zeal flathes the devouring Torch, and bathes the Sword in unbelieving 
Blood. Let but a Prieft long for a Man’s Fortune, or his Wife, and he pronounces 
him an Heretic; which renders his Death inevitable : Without further Ceremony, 
his Body is burnt for the Good of his Soul; and the Father of Mercies glorified by 
the cruel Slaughter of his rational Creatures. Vifionary Monks turn plain Devotion 
into a Solemn F arce, and make the ignorant Multitude proud of their Bondage, and 


exulting in their Infamy. 


Does any one think the above Reprefentation, the Refult of a roving Fancy, or 
ficur’d beyond the Life ; let him take a Survey of Rome; e’er-while the Nurfe of 
Heroes, and the Terror of the World; but now the obfeene Haunt of fequeitred 
Bigots, and effeminate Slaves. Where are now her Scpios, and Tullys, her Brutu/es, and 
her Cates, with other Names of equal Luftre, who plann’d her Laws, and fought her 
Battles, during her Freedom and Independence ? Alas! they are fucceeded by cloiftered 
Monks and caftrated Muficians, in Subjection to a filthy old Harlot, that pretends to 
a Power of devouring her Mediator, and claims a Right to eat up het People. Let 
him furvey all Jéaly, once the Seat of Arts and Arms, and every Thing great and 
valuable; now the joylefs Theatre of Oppreflion and Tyranny, Superitition and 
Ignorance. Let him behold all this; and when he has finifhed his Survey, then let 


him believe and tremble. 


But far otherwife, is the Condition of a free People. Under the mild and gentle 
Adminiftration of a /imited Prince, every Thing looks chearful and happy, fmiling 
and ferene. Agriculture is encouraged, and proves the annual Source of immente 
Riches to the Kingdom: The Earth opens her fertile Bofom to the Plough-thare, 
and luxuriant Harvetts diffufe Wealth and Plenty thro’ the Land: The Fields ftand 
thick with Corn: The Paftures fmile with Hetbage: The Hills and Vallies are 
cover'd with Flocks and Herds: Manufacturies flourifh; and unprecarious Plenty 
recompenfes the Artificer’s Toil: In a Word, Nothing is feen but univerfal Joy and 
Feftivity. Such is the Happinefs of the People, under the blifsful Reign of a good 
King. But do they get a Prince, whofe Heart is poifon’d with Regard to regal 
Authority, and who vainly imagines, that the Grandeur of Princes confifts in making 
themfelves feared ; and accordingly plays the Devil in the Name of the Lord; They 
boldly affert their Rights, and call aloud for Juftice: They cannot, they will not be 
enflaved. Sooner fhall the royal Sinner have the Honour of Martyrdom, and the 
Lord's Anointed perith for his Iniquity, than the whole Frame of the Government 
be unhinged and diffolved. 


Ar the fame Time, that the Happinefs of a limited Monarchy, exceeds that of a 
éefpotic Government, the Perfon of their King is much fafer, as wel! as his Glory far 
fuperior, to the fpecious Glare, the tinfel Luftre, of an arbitrary Prince : He is beloved 
by a Nation of Freemen and Heroes; while the other is fear’d and flattered by a 

rowd of fawning Slaves and abjeét Dependents: He reigns in the Breafts of his 
People ; and while he preferves their Affection, his Throne is founded on a Rock : 
Their Lives and Fortunes are at his Service. Where Inclination prompts, there 
needs no Force to compel, and where that is wanting, all Force is incffeétual. It may 
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overpower, but it cemnot conquer. The firft Opportunity that offers, their Vengeance 
will break out ; and break out like a fmother’d Flame, with redoubled Fury: But 
the King, who has the Love of his People, is fafe and happy: They revere him as 
their Father, their Benefactor; and confider their Profperity infeparably connected with 
his. How miferably deluded, therefore; are fuch Princes, who place their Felicity 
in arbitrary Power? For without the Love of their Subjects, vain is Force, or rather 
the Exertion of it, their Ruin. Force will be refifled with Force ; and a War once 
commenced, the Relation of King and Subjeét is forgotten, and both confider each 
éther as Enemies, and the Worlt of Enemies. 


Ir is not Standing Armies, numerous Guards, or a rich Exchequer, that conftitute 
the Safety and Glory of a Monarch. Thefe can only infpire Terror; and that no 
longer than the People are in a Capacity to defy them. The Prince, who hath 
Nothing elfe to maintain himfelf in the Pofleffion of his Throne, holds it by 4 
precarious Tenure: The Impetence of his People is his only Strength ; and when 
they acquire fufficient Power, he is undone: But a King, who purfues true Glory, and 
feal Greatntfs, will never aim at abfolute Dominion. Lawlefs Power, is a Power 
over Slaves, and void of every Thing fublime and generous. Obedience by 
Compulfion, is the Obedience of Vaffals, who without Compulfion would difobey. 
The Affection of the People, is the only Source of a chearful and rational Obedience; 
and fuch Obedience isthe brighteft Jewel in the Royal Diadem, 


How fignal is ovr Happinefs, in being blefled with a Printe, form’d for the Friend 
of the Nation, and the Defendér of the Liberties of Eurcpe ! A Prince, who defpites 
the Thought of placing his Grandeur in the Violation of the Laws; but is nobly 
ambitious of reigning in the Hearts of his People: A Prince, who invariably exerts 
his native Greatnefs of Soul, and all his inherent and hereditary Virtues, in the 
Support of Truth, Religion and Liberty: A Prince, in fine, unemulous of arbitrary 
Swiy; but ardently afpiring after thofe brighter Trophies, that are earn’d in the 
Paths of Virtue and heroic Deeds; in relieving the Injured, protecting the Oppreffed, 
and by a diflulive Benevolence, premoting the Happinefs of Mankind. Long, oh long 
may he ftill adorn the Throne of his Anceftors ! and when the Sovereign Difpofer 
of Events, fhall at laft, to the keen and univerfal Affiiétion of his People, tranflate 
him to the Poffeffion of a Crown, eternal and incorruptible ; we may prefage, 
(which will be the only Confideration capable of alleviating our Sorrow,) the greatett 
Glory, and the brighteft Triumphs, from his Royal Highnets’s eminent Virtues ; 
whofe future Reign promifes the moft diftinguifhed Profperity to the Nation; and will 
exhibit to Pritam, a Monarch, from his benevolent Difpofition, and _ princely 
Education, the Father of his People, as well as a fhining Ornament to that 
iluftrious Family, of which we have already feen two Heroes on the Britifs Throne ; 


the Scourges of Tyrants, and the Affertors of Liberty. 
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